MY PARENTS' INTIMATES AND ADVISERS .  11

was von Winterfeldt, Military Chamberlain to my uncle Prince
Alexander of Prussia, and also an Intimate friend of my
father's of many years' standing. He was a blufi soldier with
a way of blurting out the truth, sometimes humorously, but
always without any top-dressing. He had a perfect loathing
of what he called people ts with a Court bend in their
backs/* who were awestruck In the presence of princes
and spread all sorts of sensational tales outside. He had
no use for the ambitious " climber" : the man who, as
he put it, was " stuffed with his own mattress/* When I
asked him to place an acquaintance in his spiritual home,
instead of trying to characterise him, he would merely throw
me a " Stuffed-up!st His observations were apt to be made
In the purest Berlin dialect.

*          #          *

Baron Roggenbach, Minister In Baden, though not exactly
one of my father's intimates, was close to him politically and
connected with our family in many ways. In the stormy days
of the revolution, my grandmother, Empress Augusta, had
learned to value his judgment and character : to the end of her
life she regarded him with friendly confidence and frequently
consulted him. This, of course, brought Roggenbach into
contact with my father, In whom he took a lively interest.
My mother, too, he had known from girlhood, since both
Queen Victoria and the Prince Consort had the highest regard
for him. He was also on most friendly terms with my aunt
Louise of Baden and the Grand Duke Frederick, his hereditary
chieftain,

My youthful recollection of Roggenbach Is of a superb
raconteur: when he told anecdotes of the Baden Chamber
in his rich dialect we laughed till we cried. He would often
come and listen to our lessons : we felt he was a very learned
man. The only occasion on which I came into direct personal
contact with him was on my return from San Remo In 1887.
I shall refer to this In Its proper place. After my father's
death he withdrew Into retirement: In our last conversation
together, soon after my accession, he said that he desired,
from now on, to live in the spirit of the Inscription he had